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By Bill Adamson
and John Sweet

Nandor “Fred” Hettig died
on March 22 after being
struck by a car while riding
his bicycle. This is our effort
to tell the Green Valley com-
munity of the man we knew
and loved as a friend.

He said his given name
“Nandor” means Ferdinand
in English, so most of us
knew him as Fred.

He was one of those unique
personalities that you never
forget because of his many
positive qualities, his escape
from the Iron Curtain and his
pleasant demeanor.

His friends and especially
cyclists still struggle with the
untimely passing of their
friend because of this acci-
dent, which was so irrecon-
cilable with what they knew
of his biking ability, customs
and choice of routes.

He was a proud Hungarian
and a freedom fighter  who
immigrated to the United
States in 1956 after the failed
Hungarian revolution. He es-
caped with the clothes on his
back.

His father had been taken
by the Russians in November
1944 and was never seen or
heard from again. His moth-
er stayed in Hungary, and
Fred visited her annually af-
ter it was safe for him to re-
turn. His mother died there a
few years ago.

Joined Paratroopers
Fred had been trained in

Hungary as a tool and die
maker so he brought excel-
lent skills to the United
States. He became a United
States citizen. He joined the
Army Paratroopers in Febru-
ary 1959.

He told some of us that the
first jump was with some ap-

prehension, but that there
was a hand to help for indeci-
siveness. He served two years
in Germany, two in New Jer-
sey, and shorter stints in
South Carolina, Tennessee
and Kentucky.

Fred met his future wife,
Helen Jakschitsch, in St.
Louis, to which she had emi-
grated from Austria in 1950.
They were married in July
11, 1959. She, and daughters
Kathy and Christine, along
with five grandchildren,
mourn Fred’s passing.

Having lived behind the
Iron Curtain, Fred appreciat-
ed our freedom. Fred and a
couple of other friends went
to a Heritage Foundation
luncheon at the Air and
Space Museum on March 1.

During the question-and-
answer session following the
speech, Fred asked why more
U.S. citizens didn’t get in-
volved in what the recent
Congress had done to the
country with all the “pork”
spending.

Fred could do any thing he
set his mind to. He ran
marathons. He tired of that,
so he ran kicking a soccer
ball the whole way.

Then, for something new,
he rode a unicycle in
marathons.

His life was a series of
challenges he set for him-
self, apparently to test his
own mettle, or just because
that was what he enjoyed.
He never bragged or talked
much about his back-

ground, but would share his
experience with those who
had genuine interest. As we
write this, we wish we knew
more.

Agua Linda challenge  
On our bicycle rides, Fred

would frequently challenge
his friends and sprint for the
stop sign at the Agua Linda
overpass south of Amado.
Most of us would say, “there
he goes again,” and go chase
him.

He would be stretching
when we showed up for the
start of our rides at West
Center. Every once in a
while, Fred would ride “no-
hands” on the bike and
stretch while riding.

We knew him as a careful

rider to avoid getting hurt.
Most of the riders in our
group graduated to biking
shoes, which clip to the ped-
als of their bikes. He would-
n’t use toe clips because he
didn’t want his feet to be
locked in.

Fred was always smiling
and joking. He would phone
me in his Hungarian accent
and say, “Eases Beeel
there?” I’d say, “Hi Fred.”
Then, he’d respond, “How
dit you know it vas me?”

Fred was always helping
people. He rode a tandem bi-
cycle with our blind friend,
Bob Craft, and they pulled
Bob’s dog in a trailer behind
the bike. Bob really enjoyed
those rides. This was hard
work, especially on the hills.

After a few years, Fred
hurt his back and couldn’t
ride the tandem with all that
weight, so Fred recruited a
few of us to ride the tandem
with Bob.

Fred was athletic and in-
novative. On one ride
through Box Canyon, his
tire sprung a leak. Since it
was about 25 downhill miles
to get home, he didn’t think
it was worthwhile to fix the
tire on the road.

Downhill trek
He rode the bike sitting on

the rack over the rear tire,
leaning backward and bal-
ancing so the front wheel
with the flat was up in the
air. He rode this way the en-
tire way home.

One of our joys was kid-
ding around with each other.
Occasionally, the jest would
turn serious as he would im-
part something wise he had
learned in the school of hard
knocks.

He was an entrepreneur,
producing a one-of-a-kind ap-
paratus for paint spray guns.

As we understood it, no one
else in the country filled this
need. How wonderful, that an
immigrant coming here with
no English-language skills
worked himself into that
kind of achievement.

He also told us that he had
built an environmentally
friendly and energy-efficient
home in Missouri. This was
years before there was much
thought of such a thing.

Special roof application
This is also where he devel-

oped his special roof applica-
tion in 1972.

There was no customary fi-
nancing for such an off-the-
wall venture. Somehow, peo-
ple learned he had this tech-
nique for repairing roofs in
Green Valley.

He had more business than
he wanted simply from the
words of satisfied customers.

The last several years he
became interested in gold
prospecting. He haunted
abandoned building sites to
look for lost treasures with
his metal detector.

Fred was such an interest-
ing, innovative, kind, gener-
ous and patriotic person. He
was a terrific friend, and a
good husband and father.

We wish we could do this in
more depth, but never
thought we would have to re-
member it for such a shock-
ing and sad occasion.

Our love and condolences
go out to his family. May his
soul be at peace.

John Sweet is one of the four
original riders of the Green Valley TTS
bicyclists that is being showcased in
the Photo Exhibit with opening
reception at West Center on April 20
at 4:30 p.m. Bill Adamson is also a
member and is co-chair of the Santa
Cruz Valley Bicycle Advocate
Committee.)

Cycling friends remember Fred Hettig
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GREEN VALLEY cycling enthusiast Fred Hettig passed away on March 22. He is survived by his wife, Helen, and
his daughters, Kathy and Christine.

Southern Arizona
hosting Spring

Sectional Bridge
Tournament

By Nick Prevenas

Green Valley News

Bridge players from
across America have
brought their trump cards
to Southern Arizona to
take part in the Spring Sec-
tional Tournament.

Tournament play began
yesterday and will run
through Sunday.

“The first day, there’s
usually about 100 people
who show up, but the num-
ber of players increases
dramatically when the
weekend approaches,” said
partnership chairman Gin-
ny Alexander.

“We usually see a big
chunk of our players com-
ing from the Green Valley
area,” said tournament
chairman Paul Moore. “We
also have some players
coming from all over the
Southwest. We even have
some players coming all the
way from Nebraska.”

“Bridge players travel,
regardless of the distance,”
said Publicity Chairman
Barbara Rosenthal. “We’re
expecting over 1,000 play-
ers to make it to Tucson
over the four days.”

This year’s tournament,
sponsored by Unit 356 of
the American Contract
Bridge League, takes place
at the Holiday Inn, 4550
South Palo Verde Blvd. in
Tucson.

Moore has been involved
with the tournament for
eight years and has seen
the event grow exponen-
tially during his tenure.

“We held the event at the
Desert Diamond Casino for

three years, but we’ve had
such high enrollment over
the past couple years that
we’ve needed to find a big-
ger space,” Moore said.
“We move the tournament
to wherever we can get a
good price on hotel rooms
for our traveling players.”

Alexander started play-
ing bridge in 1972 and has
worked with the ACBL for
nearly three decades.

“We have four sectional
tournaments every year,
one for each season,”
Alexander said.

Players can compete in
pairs, novice and knock-
out tournaments, with a
Sunday Swiss Team event.

Lunch will be provided
for all players participating
in two events. Complimen-
tary coffee and tea, along
with special prizes, will be
awarded to all contestants.

Silver Master points will
be awarded to all top play-
ers.

According to the ACBL
official website, Silver
points are awarded at all
sectional tournaments. A
player must accumulate
300 points, including 50 Sil-
ver points, to become a Life
Master.

The highest rank a play-
er can achieve is Grand
Life Master, which is
earned after a player gath-
ers 10,000 points.

For more information on
this event, please contact
Moore at 401-4207 or
paul@pdmoore.com. For
general bridge informa-
tion, visit the ACBL web-
site, www.acbl.org.
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Continental School’s new baseball
program off to a sizzling start

By Nick Prevenas

Green Valley News

If the first edition of the
Continental Colts’ baseball
program is any indication of
future success, the Sahuarita
Mustangs’ baseball and soft-
ball squads may have some
outstanding talent on the
way.

The Colts have opened
their inaugural season on a
seven-game winning streak
and have a terrific chance to
enter the River Canyon
League tournament as the
No. 1 seed.

“These kids have grown so
much in such a short period
of time,” said athletic direc-
tor Marcia MacDonald. “We

couldn’t be prouder of our
team.”

The team consists of 19
participants, 17 boys and two
girls. One of those females,
seventh-grade pitcher Yvette
Alvarez, has submitted a
handful of outstanding per-
formances this season.

In Continental’s first con-
test against Altar Valley, Al-
varez struck out eight in
three innings. She followed
up that performance with a
10-strikeout game against El-
gin.

“We have such a great
team,” said head coach Ken
Poppino. “Everybody is real-
ly eager to play and they all
give 100 percent every time
they take the field.”

Poppino, an experienced

little league baseball coach,
said he has high hopes for
Continental’s baseball fu-
ture.

“The board members and
the parents have been ex-
tremely enthusiastic about
our program,” Poppino said.
“I’m sure the baseball pro-
gram is going to stick around
for many years.”

Outside of baseball, Pop-
pino has also coached Conti-
nental’s football and basket-
ball teams.

Assistant coach Brian Sch-
neckenburger, Continental’s
second-year music teacher,
said his first coaching expe-
rience has been outstanding.

“It’s really easy when you
have such a great group of
kids,” Schneckenburger

said.
The Colts have one more of-

ficial regular season game
against Little Red on Thurs-
day.

“We’re looking at the sec-
ond week of May to try to put
a tournament together,”
MacDonald said. “We don’t
have any definite dates on it,
but we’re confident we can
get something organized.”

“We might just do a mini-
tournament so these kids can
keep playing,” Schnecken-
burger said.

With all of this early suc-
cess, these Colts appear well
on their way toward growing
into powerful Mustangs in
the not-so-distant future.
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World’s largest 3-on-3 soccer tour coming to Tucson
Local athletes are invited to

participate in the annual
Kick-It 3-on-3 Soccer Event at
Golf Links Sports Complex
May 6 and 7.

The Sports Illustrated For
Kids Kick-It 3-on-3 Tour is a
national soccer tour visiting
more than 60 markets in the
United States between the
months of May and Decem-

ber.
This event provides ath-

letes with a fast-paced, high-
scoring and skill-enhancing
style of play unmatched in a
traditional soccer setting.

Athletes and spectators
alike become an integral part
of the energized competition.

The event takes place on
Saturday, May 6, from 9 a.m.

to 5 p.m. and continues on
Sunday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Golf Links Sports
Complex, 2400 S. Craycroft
Rd. in Tucson.

Soccer players of all ages
and abilities are invited to
participate.

Kick-It offers more than 25
divisions for male, female
and coed teams.

The entry fee is $150 for all
divisions.

All spectators are welcome
free of charge.

For more information, vis-
it www.KickIt3v3.com or call 1-
888-997-PLAY (7529) to regis-
ter.

The registration deadline
is Sunday, April 30 at mid-
night.

Bowling
Bowling league scores for the week of April 15

at the G.V. Lanes were:
Short Timers: High series: Roy Pelmear, 552;

Marilyn Blair, 482. High game: Gene Hon-
derich, 215; Blair, 223.

Ladies Night Out: High series: Aubrey Burke,
657; Wilma Ludwig, 560. High game:
Burke, 268; Ludwig, 215.

Sunset Men’s: High series: Gus Paco, 690; Tyler
Hahn, 670. High game: Hahn, 278; Calvin
Powers Jr., 258.

Non-Smoking Mixers: High series: Steve Wash-
burn, 586; Marge Barta, 502. High game:
Arthur Holland, 235; Carol Rowland, 191.

Apache Gold: High series: Rod Stroehl, 684;
Mellinda Graham, 508. High game: Stroehl
and Tyler Hahn, tied with 237; Lee Ring,
190.

Guys and Dolls: High series: Curt Serr, 653;
Rosie Sauvé, 631. High game: Serr, 238;
Sauvé, 264.

GV Elks and Ladies: High series: Matt Medina,

570; Bev Purdy, 524. High game: Chet
Davis, 211; Ev Voland, 214.

Mon. Sr. Color Pin: High series: Roy Pelmear,
574; Donna Walsh, 411. High game:
Pelmear, 222; Walsh, 166.

Thurs. Sr. Color Pin: High series: Roy Pelmear,
564; Doris Harper, 467. High game:
Pelmear, 214; Nina Mitchell, 178.

Sat. Nite Color Pin: High series: Amos Wilson,
534; Vanessa Donely, 520. High game:
Wilson, 204; Donely, 216.
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